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Message Text 


TAGS: UR, US 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S MEETING WITH DOBRYNIN, APRIL 28 

1 . DOBRYNIN CAME TO THE DEPARTMENT AT THE SECRETARY'S RE- 
QUEST EOR A FOLLOW-UP ON SALT AND THE MOSCOW VISIT. THE 
FOLLOWING POINTS WERE DISCUSSED. 


2. MOSCOW MEETING FOLLOW-UP 


A. TENTATIVELY, THE FOLLOWING DATES WERE DISCUSSED FOR A 
POSSIBLE GROMYKO VISIT TO WASHINGTON, PRIOR TO HIS APPEAR- 
ANCE AT THE SSOD: ARRIVAL SUNDAY NIGHT, MAY 21; MEETINGS 
MAY 22 AND 23. DOBRYNIN SAID HE WOULD CHECK MOSCOW AND 
CONFIRM. H: BELIEVED GROMYKO WAS SCHEDULED TO SPEAK AT 
THE SSOD MAY 25. 


B. THE SECRETARY EXPRESSED APPRECIATION EOR THE HOSPITAL- 
ITY AND COURTESIES EXTENDED TO HIM AND TO HIS PARTY IN 
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MOSCOW. 


C. DOBRYNIN SAID THAT BREZHNEV'S SPEECH TO THE KOMSOMOLS 
WAS INTENDED TO REGISTER A POSITIVE REACTION TO THE 
MOSCOW MEETINGS; HE SAID THERE WAS SURPRISE IN MOSCOW 
THAT THE ONLY COMMENT MADE BY THE PRESIDENT AT HIS 
PRESS CONFERENCE WAS SO SHARPLY NEGATIVE. THE SECRETARY 
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EXPLAINED THAT THE ONLY QUESTION ASKED OE THE PRESIDENT CON- 
CERNED BREZHNEV'S POSITION ON ERW, AND HE DID NOT HAVE AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO RESPOND TO OTHER ASPECTS OE THE BREZHNEV 
SPEECH. THESE WERE COVERED, HE SAID, IN THE RESPONSE TO 
QUESTIONS BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN ON APRIL 26, 

THE TRANSCRIPT OP WHICH WAS GIVEN TO DOBRYNIN. 

D. THE SECRETARY REMINDED DOBRYNIN THAT GROMYKO HAD 
OPFERED TO SUPPLY THE PLIGHT PROFILE OF THE BACKPIRE. 
DOBRYNIN SAID HE WOULD POLLOW UP THE MATTER. 

E. THE SECRETARY ASKED IF DOBRYNIN HAD FURTHER INPORMATION 
ON GROMYKO'S SUGGESTION THAT PRELIMINARY STEPS COULD BE 
TAKEN TO MAKE MISSILES INOPERABLE PRIOR TO COMPLETE DIS- 
MANTLING, AND IN PARTICULAR WHETHER SUCH STEPS WOULD BE 
SUBJECT TO VERIFICATION. DOBRYNIN SAID HE THOUGHT THE 
STEPS COULD BE VERIFIABLE, BUT THAT HE WOULD TRY TO GET 
ADDITIONAL INPORMATION. 

P. THE SECRETARY SAID, WITH REPERENCE TO NEW TYPES, THAT 
ALTHOUGH THE U.S. PREFERRED POSITION WAS TO HAVE NO EX- 
CEPTIONS, IT HAD MADE AN EFPORT TO TAKE ACCOUNT OP THE 
SOVIET DESIRE BY OFPERING TO ACCEPT ONE EXCEPTION POR EACH 
SIDE; IP THIS WERE TO BE ACCEPTED, HE STRESSED, EACH SIDE 
WOULD HAVE TO BE PREE TO MAKE THE EXCEPTION MIRVED OR SRV, 
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ACCORDING TO ITS OWN PREFERENCE. DOBRYNIN INDICATED 
SOME RESISTANCE TO THIS POINT, ON THE GROUND THAT A MIRVED 
EXCEPTION WOULD BE MORE DESTABILIZING, BUT DID NOT SAY 
THAT THIS WAS A PINAL SOVIET POSITION. 

3. SOUTH APRICAN NUCLEAR QUESTION 

THE SECRETARY SAID THAT AMBASSADOR GERARD SMITH WOULD BE 
GOING TO SOUTH AFRICA IN THE NEAR PUTURE, TO DISCUSS ITS 
ADHERENCE TO THE NPT AND ACCEPTANCE OP INTERIM SAFEGUARDS 
ON THE VALINDABA ENRICHMENT PLANT. HE EXPRESSED THE CON- 
VICTION THAT DIPLOMATIC NEGOTIATIONS COULD BE MORE EPFEC- 
TIVE THAN PUBLIC PRESSURES AT THIS POINT, AND HOPED THAT 
THE SOVIET UNION WOULD NOT SUPPORT ACTION OP DISCUSSION BY 
THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL AT THE PRESENT TIME. HE SAID WE 
DID NOT HAVE INFORMATION THAT INDICATED ANOTHER TEST SITE 
WAS UNDER CONSTRUCTION, AND THAT WE WOULD WELCOME ANY 
SUPPORTING EVIDENCE ON THIS POINT THE SOVIET UNION WOULD 
PROVIDE. HE ALSO SAID THAT THE U.S. APPRECIATED THE 
SERIOUS TREATMENT WITH WHICH THIS ISSUE WAS BEING HANDLED, 
AND HOPED THAT CONSTRUCTIVE COOPERATION COULD CONTINUE. 
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4. NAMIBIA 

RECALLING THE DISCUSSIONS IN MOSCOW ON AERICAN ISSUES, THE 
SECRETARY REVIEWED WITH DOBRYNIN CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS ON 
NAMIBIA. HE SAID THAT THE CONTACT GROUP PROPOSALS HAD NOW 
BEEN ACCEPTED BY SOUTH AERICA, AND THAT ACCEPTANCE BY SWAPO 
WAS NOW THE CRITICAL NEXT STEP REQUIRED. HE ASKED DOBRYNIN 
TO EORWARD TO MOSCOW OUR REQUEST THAT THE SOVIET UNION USE 
ITS INFLUENCE TO BRING ABOUT SWAPO ACCEPTANCE OF THE PRO- 
POSALS, AND SAID THAT THIS WOULD OPEN THE WAY TO A PROMPT 
AND FAIR TRANSITION TO INDEPENDENCE AND MAJORITY RULE. 

THIS RESULT, HE SAID, SHOULD BE A MATTER OE COMMON INTEREST 
AND COOPERATION BETWEEN THE SOVIET UNION AND THE UNITED 
STATES. THE ALTERNATIVE WOULD BE BAD EOR EVERYONE CONCERN- 
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ED. THE SECRETARY REVIEWED IN DETAIL THE MAJOR POINTS 
RAISED BY NUJOMA AS CONDITIONS EOR HIS ACCEPTANCE. 

5. MIDDLE EAST 

DOBRYNIN ASKED WHETHER ANYTHING NEW HAD EMERGED FROM THE 
DISCUSSIONS WITH MOSHE DAYAN. THE SECRETARY REPLIED NOT 
MUCH AND THAT IT APPEARED USEEUL TO TRY TO GET THE DISCUS- 
SION EOCUSSED NOW ON CONCRETE NEXT STEPS ON THE WEST BANK/ 
GAZA AND THE PALESTINIAN QUESTIONS WHICH WOULD LEAD TO A 
DECLARATION OE PRINCIPLES. 

6. LAW OE THE SEA 

EOLLOWING THE MEETING WITH THE SECRETARY, SHULMAN TRANS- 
MITTED TO DOBRYNIN A NON PAPER REQUESTING SOVIET COOPERATION 
IN AN EEEORT TO REMEDY DEFICIENCIES IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROVISIONS OF THE NEGOTIATING TEXT BEEORE THE LAW OE THE 
SEA CONFERENCE. DOBRYNIN SAID HE WOULD CABLE A SUMMARY OE 
THE MATTER IMMEDIATELY, AND POUCH THE LULL TEXT OF THE NON 
PAPER ALTER THE WEEKEND. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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